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NYSRC Installed Capacity Subcommittee 

Meeting #166  

December 1st, 2014 

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Meeting Minutes  

Attendees  

 Present Tel 

 

Members / Alternates: 

Mr. Yuri Fishman (PSEG-LI) .................................................................  ......  

Mr. Khatune Zannat (PSEG-LI) .............................................................  ......  

Mr. Rich Wright (CHG&E) .....................................................................  ......  

Mr. Gregory Chu (Con Edison), ICS Vice Chair/Secretary ..................  ......  

Mr. Sanderson Chery (Con Edison) ......................................................  ......  

Mr. Richard Brophy (NYSEG-RGE) ......................................................  ......   

Mr. Alexander Heckel (National Grid)....................................................  ......  

Mr. Syed Ahmed (National Grid) ...........................................................  ......   

Mr. Mark Younger (Hudson Energy Economics, LLC.)  .........................  ......  

 

Advisers/Non-member Participants: 

Ms. Erin Hogan (DOS), ICS Chair ........................................................  ......  

Mr. Howard Tarler (NYISO)  .................................................................  ......  

Mr. Dana Walters (NYISO)  ..................................................................  ......  

Mr. Greg Drake (NYISO) .........................................................................  .......  

Mr. Frank Ciani (NYISO) ..........................................................................  .......  

Mr. Carl Patka (NYISO) ........................................................................  ...... 

Dr. Kai Jiang (NYISO) ...........................................................................  ......   

Mr. Al Adamson (Consultant) ................................................................  ......  

Mr. John Adams (Consultant) ...............................................................  ......  

Mr. Scott Leuthauser (Consultant for H.Q. Services) ............................  ......  

Mr. Alan Ackerman (Customized Energy Solutions) ..............................  ......  

Mr. Timothy Lundin (Customized Energy Solutions) .............................  ......  
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Guests Present: 

 

 

1. IRM Report Body 

 

The redline version of the technical report presented at the meeting showed the 

changes from the last ICS meeting, Al Adamson (NYSRC- Consultant) 

emphasized. 

 

Gregory Drake (NYISO) said that the NYISO does not agree with the conclusion 

listed under study parameter “Updated Outside Area Models” in table 6-1. The 

NYISO believed that the inclusion of the 5,600 MW of PJM demand resources is 

the key driver to the decrease of the IRM under this category, instead of PJM 

East to SENY interface limit changes.  

 

Chair Erin Hogan (DOS) asked for clarification. Mr. Drake said that this was 

proved with additional runs that had different increments of interface limit 

reductions and the LOLE did not change significantly. On the contrary, the LOLE 

was affected by incremental reduction in PJM demand resource levels.  

 

Chair Hogan was concerned that PJM had a worse LOLE than last year (even 

after demand resources were added), but IRM decreased nonetheless. This 

concern led to an alternative source of reason for the IRM drop aside from the 

demand resources alone. 

 

John Adams (NYSRC – Consultant) stated that the interface limit increase is 

around 50% (which is significant) and he was expecting perhaps an even larger 

effect on the IRM. He didn’t see a major change on the topology change, and 

was hoping the NYISO can provide some insights as to the source of 1075 MW 

increase. But upon hearing NYISO’s statement here about the additional MARS 

runs, this is no longer relevant. 

 

Mr. Drake explained that both HTP and VFT lines had MW not recognized in the 

previous year’s topology, which contributed to the 1075 MW group limit uprate. 
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He also said that PJM internal improvements added another 400 MW to the 

transfer limit. 

 

Mark Younger (Hudson Energy Economics) wondered why HTP and VFT MW 

were not recognized, as they’ve been in the model for several years. Mr. Drake 

did not have additional knowledge to share, but did emphasize that the interface 

limit increase did not have an appreciable effect on the model. 

 

Chair Hogan asked if it is possible that the IRM reduction was due to BOTH 

demand resources and interface limit changes. Mr. Drake said yes and had 

recommended that the “Updated Topology” to have a -0.2% (from -0.1%) to 

reflect the interface limit increase, and “Updated Outside Area Models” to have a 

-0.9% (from -1.0%) effect on the IRM.  

 

Dr. Kai Jiang (NYISO) commented that even with PJM LOLE being higher than 

last year, this does not mean that the area is worse. The reason it isn’t worse is 

because of the interconnectivity of the regions. Apparently NYCA is worse this 

year than last year, and thus there’s less emergency assistance available to 

PJM, and thus PJM LOLE may increase not because of them being more 

resource deficient, but rather insufficient amount of external help is available 

during their time of need. 

 

Syed Ahmed (National Grid) suggested that a footnote may be sufficient to 

describe the interaction between demand resources, interface limits, and 

emergency assistance since it is too complex to explain in the table itself. 

 

The group agreed to revert the language back for “Updated Outside Area 

Models” to emphasize the demand resources, where the “Update Topology” part 

of the table will emphasize the increase in PJM to SENY interface limit. 

 

Dana Walters (NYISO) felt that the sentence “… the NYISO will utilize the same 

study methodologies and procedures as in the 2015 IRM Study, and will consider 

the MLCR values determined in this study” should be eliminated as the NYISO 

has posted their methodology. 
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Mr. Adamson wanted to confirm if the NYISO still uses The Unified Methodology 

and The IRM anchoring methodology in its determination of the LCRs. Mr. Drake 

clarified that while the NYISO uses the IRM determined by the study first before 

shifting capacity out of SENY areas to determine the LCRs. The NYISO does not 

perform another curve to determine zones J and K LCR. Mr. Walters suggested 

“The MLCR values determined in this study are indicative of the expected LCR 

values calculated by the NYISO.” 

 

The group went through a final page turner review of the report and minor 

changes were approved by ICS and incorporated in the final version of the 

report. 

 

 

2. IRM Report Appendices 

 

The group reviewed the appendices via a page turner. Minor changes were 

incorporated. 

 

Mr. Drake had a comment in the LFU section, page 16, since he did not agree 

with “less variability” at very high temperatures. Mr. Walters explained that if the 

curve is extrapolated to the right, the curve would end at around 120%. Because 

LIPA’s decision to make the curve drop off earlier, there’s less variability. Yuri 

Fishman (PSEG-LI) said that they worked with Arthur Maniaci (NYISO) and Brian 

Irgang (PSEG-LI) on the language, and they are comfortable with the current 

language. 

 

There were two different dates on the transmission topology pages. Mr. Younger 

suggested that the date should be eliminated altogether. 

 

Mr. Drake also pointed out that in the wind resource section, we no longer use 

generation site hourly wind data, but rather, we use hourly production data. 

 

ICS approved the appendices. 
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3. 2015 Study Issues  

 

Chair Hogan wanted to the members to discuss possible topics that will be 

undertaken by the group for next year’s study. The members will have time to 

consider the suggested topics here for the January meeting. 

 

Mr. Younger suggested that we should look at traditional resources that may 

have limited response ability. He would like the NYISO to come back to the group 

to provide the amount of ELRs and CLRs we have (perhaps by superzones) and 

the amount of them that has “daily limitation”. 

 

Chair Hogan also reviewed the action item lists to highlight the remaining issues 

for next study cycle:  

 

 The transmission outage modeling group should provide an update at the 

January meeting, and next steps. 

 

 The NYISO should return to identify the necessary data (if any) needed to 

perform an update on the large hydro derates. 

 

 The NYISO may be able to share the results of the less extreme load 

shape than 2002 in January. 

 

 Chair Hogan was not sure if everything in the current EOP steps are 

EOP, we should look at the items to ensure that they are. She was not 

sure if SCR is a part of emergency operating procedure, but Mr. Younger 

stated that they are since they are described in the emergency operation 

manual. Mr. Adamson said that he was not sure, because his discussion 

with Wes Yeomans and other operation people seems to point in the 

direction of not a part of emergency operating procedure. 

 

 Summer maintenance is also a topic for discussion since there were two 

different methods to determine summer maintenance and the group did 

not make a decision on the best way to calculate summer maintenance. 
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Chair Hogan asked Mr. Adams to provide some background on this topic 

to the members in January for a quick discussion. 

 

 Chair Hogan stated that Dunkirk retirement effect on the model (due to 

capacity being added back in) should be reviewed. The methodology 

should be reviewed to avoid counterintuitive results. She was also 

concerned that a white paper may be needed and that would due in April. 

Mr. Walters wasn’t sure about the issue needing a white paper, but will 

trying to bring something to the February meeting. 

 

 Inclusion dates were to be studied with runs to see the impact on the 

model with a new unit coming in at June versus August. 

 

 Neighboring assistance would be yet another topic for discussion. Mr. 

Adamson and Mr. Adams will review Policy 5 first about the language for 

external area EOPs. From there, they will look at the outside areas and 

determine the appropriate way to model EOP if necessary. Mr. Ahmed 

also suggested the same, but would like the members to discuss this. 

 

 FERC Technical Conference on the treatment of export constrained 

zones should be monitored. Mr. Younger said that FERC made a decision 

and the NYISO need to pursue discussion with its market participants. 

 

 Mr. Adamson would like the group to revisit the guide documents used to 

explain methods of determining assumptions in the model. 

 

 Mr. Adamson would also like to review the scope of ICS. 

 

 Mr. Drake also thought we should discussion multiple years of wind data, 

versus a single year of wind data, as suggested by an EC member. 

 

 Mr. Drake also said that Cedar modeling may need to be changed, since 

it was modeled with only the possibility to sell into the New York market, 

but that may not be true next year. Scott Leuthauser (HQUS) reiterated 

that queue #430 was the driving cause. He expect an 80 MW increment 
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change may become in effect in 2016. Mr. Drake said that there are no 

current ties from Cedars to Quebec in the model. 

 

 

4. Action Items Recap 

 

Mr. Adamson and Mr. Adams will provide the finalized IRM report body and 

appendices to Don Raymond (EC secretary). (AI 166-1) 

 

Mr. Drake to discuss the current status of large hydro derate. (AI 166-2) 

 

Vice Chair Gregory Chu (Con Edison) will discuss Transmission Outage 

modeling status. (AI 166-3) 

 

Mr. Adams to provide summer maintenance methodologies overview. (AI 166-4) 

 

 

 

Secretary: Gregory Chu  

 (Con Edison)  

 

Next meetings: 

 

Meeting 167, Monday, January 5th as a conference call 

Meeting 168, Wednesday, February 4th at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 169, Wednesday, March 4th at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 170, Wednesday, April 1st at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 171, Tuesday, April 28th at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 172, Wednesday, June 3rd at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 173, Wednesday, July 1st at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 174, Wednesday, August 5th at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 175, Wednesday, September 2nd at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 176, Tuesday, September 29th at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 177, Tuesday, October 27th at NYISO HQ 

Meeting 178, Monday, November 30th at NYISO HQ 

 

 


